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Overview 

• Background on Washington law and process 

 

• Summary of projects underway 

– Working waterfronts projects, highlights 

 



Why do we need planning? 

Lots of governments 
and authorities! 

New uses 

Increasing pressures, 
demands of existing uses 

Source: NOAA Olympic Coast National 
Marine Sanctuary 

Hopper Dredge Essayons 
Source: US Army Corps of Engineers 

Conflicts among uses 



State Law Definition 

Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) is a public process of 
analyzing and allocating  the spatial and temporal 
distribution of human activities in marine 
environments to achieve ecological,  economic, 
and social objectives. 

 
• Coordinating decisions – NON-regulatory 
• Uses spatial data – often displayed as maps 
• Proactive 
• Multi-use 
 



Marine Spatial Planning 

Final plan must include: 

• Ecosystem assessment and indicators 

• Management measures 

• Series of maps 

• State recommendations for federal waters 

• Implementation plan 

• Framework for renewable energy 

 



Marine Spatial Planning:  
core principles 
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Planning is a Public Process 

Coastal 
Marine 

Advisory 
Council 

Tribes 

State Ocean 
Caucus 
(State 

agencies) 

Federal and 
Local 

Governments 

 

Scientific 
Expertise  

 

General 
Public 



Planning Process to Date 

8 

Mar 
2012 

Aug 
2012 

June 
2013 

Governor Gregoire signed SSB 
6263, which made changes to 
the existing marine 
management planning law. 
The legislature also transferred 
$2.1 million into the Marine 
Resource Stewardship Acc’t.  

The WCMAC 
approved project 
categories for 
funding 

The State sought 
project ideas 
from the 
WCMAC, MRCs, 
tribes, and 
agencies 

The State met 
with the WCMAC, 
MRCs, and tribal 
staff to discuss 
and approve the 
draft working 
project list. 

The DNR has been 
preparing and 
executing marine 
spatial planning project 
contracts. 

The State submitted 
a marine spatial 
planning report to 
the legislature. 

Ongoing basic 
stakeholder work and  
preparations for 
stakeholder workshops 
in Spring 2013 



Project Categories 
Mapping activities Ecological 

assessment 
Data tools  Stakeholder 

engagement 

G
o

al 

• Map baseline conditions - 
distribution, abundance, intensity, 
and temporal/spatial patterns  

• Forecast potential future conditions -
patterns 

Assess status and trends of 
ecosystem (ecological, social, 
economic factors) and threats 
to resources. Develop 
ecosystem indicators. 
 

Enable access, sharing, 

analysis and 

management of data for 

the planning process. 

Ensure robust technical 

and scientific input on 

data quality, access, and 

management issues. 

Increase awareness, 

participation, and 

involvement of various 

groups in pre-planning 

process. Improve 

communication and 

coordination among 

groups involved in the 

process. 

P
ro

d
u

ct 

• Social and Economic data - human 

uses, traditional knowledge and 

cultural resources, economic valuation 

• Physical and Ecological data - 

Bathymetry and habitat, 

oceanographic processes, ecologically 

important areas, renewable energy 

potential 

• Biological data – Fish, marine 

mammals, invertebrates, seabirds, etc. 

Examples of projects might 

include: analysis of status and 

trends, indicator development, 

threats/risk assessment, 

identification of adaptive 

management strategies 

underway, etc. 

• Data synthesis 

tool(s) 

• GIS data access and 

management 

• Scientific and 

technical expertise 

and input 

 

Examples of projects 

might include: 

meetings, trainings, 

forums, facilitation, 

coordination of existing 

groups, etc. 

 



Working Waterfronts and MSP 
Project  Product Contractor 

Marine Economic 
Baseline for the 
Washington Coast 

Report, website, and webinar 
detailing the current status of the 
coastal marine based economy 

UW Program 
on the 
Environment 

Mapping fishing data Two separate projects that will 
provide GIS data on commercial 
and recreational fishing in general 
and for the tribes 

WDFW and 
NW Indian 
Fisheries 
Commission 

MSP mapping tool and 
website 

GIS tool for mapping human uses 
and physical and biological 
conditions of the ocean (to be 
used for spatial planning) 

State agencies 

Energy suitability 
mapping 

Geospatial data sets for economic 
suitability of wave, tidal, and 
offshore wind devices off of 
Washington’s coast 

Pacific 
Northwest 
National Labs 



Questions? 

Jennifer Hennessey 

WA Dept. of Ecology – MSP lead coordinator 

360-407-6595 

Jennifer.hennessey@ecy.wa.gov 

 

Katrina Lassiter 

WA Dept. of Natural Resources – ocean policy analyst 

360-902-1013 

Katrina.Lassiter@dnr.wa.gov 
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