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The Voices from the Fisheries Project is 

 a central repository for consolidating and 
disseminating oral history interviews related to 
commercial, recreational, and subsistence 
fishing in the U.S. and its territories. 

  

The VFF Project goal is… 

   To make available to the public these oral 
histories and to inspire new collections 
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Progress to date 

• Over 475 interviews in database from 31 

collections – many converted from analog… 

• Created 11 multimedia exhibits 

• Compiled a reference list of books, videos and 

websites 

• Partnered with NOAA Preserve America 

• Conducted NOAA Oral History Workshop and 

“boot camp” 
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Voices collections include: 
• Florida’s Forgotten Coast 

• Long Island Traditions 

• Cortez Fishery Interviews 

• Working Waterfront Festival Community Documentation Project 

• Oregon Residents in Alaska’s Historical Fishing 

• The Fishing Industry in Newport, RI 1930-1987 

• Maine LFK Project 

• Sector Management in New England 

• NOAA projects: NOS Monterey Bay Marine Sanctuary; PIFSC 

(Samoa TEK project); AFSC (Inuit TEK project); 

SEFSC/Beaufort Lab (NC fishermen); NEFSC, New England 

fishermen and wives oral history project 
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How to 

Participate: 

New 

collections 
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  We provide a  

 How-to 

   Handbook! 
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Suggestions for interviews: 

  

• Commercial fishermen – captains and crew 

• Fisheries managers 

• Fisheries scientists 

• Shore side business owners and employees 

• Subsistence fishermen and marine resource harvesters  

• Families of fishermen and marine resource harvesters  

• People involved in all aspects of the Nation’s marine and 

Great Lakes commercial, recreational, and subsistence 

fisheries 
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Suggested topics:  

 •  interviewee’s role in the industry 

•  fisheries management  

•  habitat & other environmental characteristics 

•  species types & characteristics  

•  business & economics of fishing 

•  gear & fishing technology 

•  social & cultural characteristics of fishing 

•  general social & cultural characteristics 
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How to 

Participate: 

Existing 

Collections 
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VFF Users Guide  

Provides step by step 

instructions on how 

to create a collection 

and each individual’s 

record 
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http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/voicesfromthefisheries/documents/VFF_handbook_final.pdf


Searching 

the 

collections  
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Example of search results 
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Individual’s interview detail 
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Wouldn’t you like to save a Voice from 

the Fisheries for the next generation?  
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Comments, Ideas, Questions?  

Let us know! 
 

 

Jessica Bailey, Project Manager 

Voices@NOAA.gov 

Patricia Pinto da Silva 

Patricia.Pinto.da.Silva@NOAA.gov 

 

 

 

     
 

    

 

www.voices.nmfs.noaa.gov 

mailto:Voices@NOAA.gov
mailto:Patricia.Pinto.da.Silva@NOAA.gov

