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What’s the matter with seafood? 

• Seafood is good for your health. 

• U.S is the second largest consumer of seafood 

• Citizens of U.S. consume 15 lbs/year  

• USDA suggests eating it at least twice/week 

• It’s healthy for the economy (2011 data). 

• Contributed $5.3 billion to GDP of U.S.A 

• U.S. imported $16.6 billion worth of seafood 

• Exports $5.4 billion worth of seafood 
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General Misconceptions 

• Oceans are overfished. 

• Fish are unhealthy – full of toxins (mercury) 

• Fisherman are bad, don’t care about environment.  

• Most seafood is not sustainably harvested. 

• Bottom trawling is destructive. 
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Confusing ecolabels 

What is their conservation ethic (definition of sustainability)? 

a) Conservation of environment? 

b) Conservation of jobs/economy? 

c) Conservation of community/social value? 

d) All of the above? 
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Source: Seafood for 

the Future website 

In partnership with 

University of Rhode 

Island 



End result = People not eating seafood 
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Growing number of local/regional seafood councils 

• Hawaii Seafood Council 

• Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute 

• Gulf of Mexico Alliance 

• Louisiana Seafood and Marketing Board 

• Gulf of Maine responsibly harvested program 

• Northeast Seafood Coalition 

• Northwest Atlantic Marine Alliance 

• California Seafood Council 

• Seafood Oregon 

• More to come with development of Community Sustainability Plans… 

• Morro Bay 

• Monterey Bay 

• San Diego 
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Got Seafood? 
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What are our key messages? 

• U.S. Seafood is Sustainable and Responsibly 
Managed 

• Is Science-Based 

• Is a Balancing Act 

• Ensures a healthy ecosystem 

• Ensures jobs and food for future generations 

• U.S. Seafood Is Healthy and Safe 

• Responsible U.S. aquaculture is important to 
fill seafood demands 
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How does U.S seafood get to market? 
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Responsible management is a balancing act 
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Responsible management is science based 

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 15 



How NOAA Fisheries is spreading the word: 

• Improving Transparency 

• Building Understanding 

• Engaging Communities 

• Working with Stakeholders 

• Connecting Cultures 
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Improving Transparency with FishWatch.gov 
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Species by Species information 
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Developing Understanding: Lesson plans, 

presentations, brochures 
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Engaging Communities - Festivals 
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Ballard Seafood Fest in Seattle WA 
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Chowderfest 

Long Beach, CA 
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Fisherman’s Fall Festival 



U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 27 

Presentation at Wellfleet Oysterfest in Massachusetts 



Working with Stakeholders: 

Workshops with Industry 
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Connecting Cultures:  Locavore events 

• Guest Blog - Chef’s Collaborative 

website 

• Trawl to Table – Gulf of Maine 

Research Institute 

• Sustainable Foods Summit – San 

Francisco 

• Chowderfest – Long Beach, CA 
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What would you like from us? 
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Fishwatch.gov - Toolbox 

• http://www.fishwatch.gov/toolbox.htm#webbadge 
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