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Hard Clam Aquaculture in Virginia
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Oyster Aquaculture in Virginia
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Macroalgal Production on Clam Nets Total Farm Biomass of Macroalgae on Clam Nets
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Relationship between cultured oyster density and associated species

. The effects of widespread predator exclusion from intertidal
- R and shallow subtidal benthic habitats is largely unknown.
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Benthic prey at clam culture sites

Impacts of predator exclusion nets on shorebird, wading
bird and duck foraging are currently unknown.
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Abandoned and lost netting
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Virginia Clam growers ask
homeowners and concerned
citizens to report and fax maps
for year round industry
sponsored clean up.

Figure 20. Image of “Clam Net Hotline” newspaper add
from the Eastern Shore News.
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The shellfish aquaculture industry is dependent
upon structures for predator exclusion and lease
identification.

Both the industry and resource managers need a
better understanding of the ecological effects of
these structures.

Research is needed to clarify these interactions
and understand their effects at a landscape level.




