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Shellfish Interagency Permitting Team

WASHINGTON SHELLFISH INITIATIVE

p e e a O The Washington State Shellfish Initiative is a convergence of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration’s (NOAA) National Shellfish Initiative and the State’s interest in promoting a critical
clean water industry. While the initiative supports Governor Gregoire’s goal of a “dig-able” Puget
Sound by 2020, it also encompasses the extraordinary value of shellfish resousces on the coast. As

envisioned, the initiative will protect and enhance a resource that is important for jobs, industry,
. | I r p O S e citizens and tribes.

Overview

Washington State is taking additional action to protect and enhance shellfish resousces. This effort

supports the long-term goal of abundant shellfish resousces for Washington’s residents and Native
. W h O W e a r e American tribes, as well as a thriving and healthy shellfish aquaculture industry. As an outcome of

the 2007 treaty cights settlement, many Puget Sound tribes are undertaking shellfish aquaculture as a

means of enhancing shellfish resoucces for cultural and economic gain.

We recognize and respect that shellfish aquaculture and commercial and teibal harvest of wild
shellfish resources are water-dependent uses that rely on excellent water quality. Shellfish also can

. ’ help filter and improve the quality of our marine waters thereby being part of the solution to restore
and preserve the health of endangered waters. We can have healthy marine waters and productive

shellfish beds for a growing industry, Native American tribes and for all the citizens of Washington.

The Puget Sound Partnership has targeted a net increase from 2007 to 2020 of 10,800 hasvestable
shellfish acres, which includes 7,000 acres where harvest is cucrently prohibited in Puget Sound.
However, the recent shellfish downgrade in Samish Bay is 2 reminder of the constant vigilance
needed by landowners, businesses and local, state, federal and tabal governments to protect and
restore shellfish beds. Such efforts also are required on the coast where there is considerable
opportunity to enhance shellfish resources.

To restore and expand shellfish resousces, Washington must renew its protection, restoration and
enhancement efforts. These efforts will pay off in increased recreation, additional clean water jobs,
and a healthier Puget Sound and coastal marine waters.

Shellfish: Jobs and Economic Opportunity

Shellfish are critical to the health of Washington’s marine waters and the state’s economy.
Washington leads the country in production of farmed clams, oysters and mussels with an annual
value of over $107 million. Washington shellfish growers directly and indirectly employ over 3,200
people and provide an estimated total economic contribution of $270 million. Sucveys from the eady
2000’ indicate shellfish growers are the lacgest private employer in Pacific County and the second
largest in Mason County. In just those two counties, they generate over $27 million annually in
payroll In addition, there is ceremonial and subsistence harvest in Puget Sound and coastal waters
that tribes consider invaluable and unquantifiable.

Bivalves coming from Washington’s cool clean watess are prized as some of the best in the wodd.
This reputation has ensured that domestic and international demand for them has long exceeded
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SIP Products

* Flow chart & narrative e Permit Table

* JARPA guidance * Map/Drawing
° ||0t projects SpeCiﬁcaﬁOnS

LOCATION: PROPOSED PROJECT:
683 SE Somers Dr, Shelton WA, 98584 Wilson-Gorud Intertidal
Parcel 22032-51-00029 (includes -00028, retired) Shellfish Farm

LAT/LONG CORNERS OF PROJECT AREA: Project area 2 acres;
NW: 67 Farm Site area .75 acres

7.168330, -122.96380 IN: Totten Inlet,
ADJACENT PROPERTY OWNERS:

- D. Acheson & M.A. Gentle, Parcel 22032-51-00027
2. 30hn & Cindy Basich, Parcel 22032-51-00030

Olympia oyster New farm application

.
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Existing Permitting Processes
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Early Inquiries




Existing Permit Process

i Existing Permitting Processes
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Local Government; SDP/CUP
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Current Events: Local Government

Comprehensive SMP updates

Provisions for new geoduck aquaculture
— CUP

New aquaculture with shoreline permit
— Mitigation sequence: avoid, minimize, mitigate

Ecology provides technical assistance

geoduck farm with tubes (year 1-2)



Current Events: State
DNR Aquatic Lands HCP

TLate Fall 2015
SERVICES COMPLETE THER DECISION
fSummer 2015 DOCUMENTS.
PUBLIC COMMENTS REVIEWED AND Biclogical Opinion Finalized; NEPA Record of
INCORPORATED INTO FINAL Decision; HCP Section 10 Findings.,

DOCUMENTS.

Washington DNR prepares final HCP,

° based on public comments. The Services
Sept. 5, 2014 prepare a Final EIS; fssue Biological

BEGIN 90-DAY PUBLIC Opiniors on adequacy of species

COMMENT PERIOD on DNR's HCP | Protections in the HCP.
and the Draft EIS evaluating
impocts and alternatives.

Winter 2015-16

INCIDENTAL TAKE PERWIT
DECISIONS MADE BY THE SERVICES.

Early Fall 2015

30-DAY PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
on Final EIS, Blological Opinions and

Dec. 4, 2014 & HCP documents. Review with BNR.

CLOSE OF 90-DAY PUBLIC
SCOMMENT PERIOD.

° Natursi Reiources



Current Events Federal:
Programmatic Consultation

e Activity based
* Not tied to NWP48
* Conditions ==

e Tech Team
e Timeline

geoduck farm (year 2-10)



SIP Phase I

Updated WSI
Report on Phase |
Outreach
Working groups

geoduck harvest



Acknowledgements
Perry Lund & Cedar Bouta, Ecology
Blain Reeves & Dave Palazzi, DNR
Matt Bennett, ACOE

SIP Team: Tribes, Local Government, State and
Federal Agencies

http://www.ecy. wa. gov/programs/sea/
aquaculture/sip.ht SEREPRES "V




